
AWaRE aT THE SQUaRE

Welcome to the second edition of 
the Partners Education Committee 
newsletter! Our purpose is to inform 
Partners about arts education events 
at Playhouse Square and promote the 
mission of the Education Committee.  
Feel free to pass this newsletter along 
to friends, family, neighbors, and  
co-workers.  

PARTNERS ANNUAL MEETING
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At just over 10,000 seats, Playhouse 
Square is the second largest performing 
arts center in the country, surpassed only 
by Lincoln Center in New York City. But 
Playhouse Square is much more than 
that: it is a key culture asset, a major 
downtown anchor, a significant developer 
of the district, an economic engine  
and employer, a national leader in arts  
education, a trusted and fiscally  
responsible organization, and last, but  
not least, a great source of pride for  
the City of Cleveland.

On January 
14th, Art Falco, 
President and 
CEO of the 
Playhouse 
Square 
Foundation, 
kicked off the 
Playhouse 
Square 
Partners 
Annual 
Meeting in the 
Allen Theater 
Mezzanine with a 
presentation entitled “Playhouse Square: 
Commitment, Trust, Impact”. Most 
Partners are aware of Playhouse Square’s 
historic resurrection in the 1980s, but 
many of us were surprised to discover the 
full extent of what the Playhouse Square 
Foundation is doing for Cleveland today.

Employing over 100 full-time and  
200 part-time theater operations  
employees and approximately 1,700  
volunteers, Playhouse Square Foundation 
is Northeast Ohio’s 8th largest non-profit 
organization. According to a 2003 study, 

Playhouse Square Foundation generates 
over $40 million annually toward the 
regional economy from its theater  
operations alone. But the impact of 
Playhouse Square extents far beyond its 
world class performances. Every year, 
Playhouse Square Foundation commits  
$1 million to support arts education. Its 
programs train teachers and supplement 
curricula in most local public schools, 
reaching over 100,000 students and 
teachers annually. The Foundation has 
also taken an active role in district  

development, 
including 
investing in 
downtown 
real estate 
and organizing 
special events 
to attract 
visitors to the 
district. Future 
goals of the 
Foundation 
include the 
creation of a 

national Design 
District, renovation 

of the Hanna Theater, and the development 
of a “Tech Hotel” to promote start-up 
businesses in the area.

Art Falco joined Playhouse Square 
Foundation in 1985 as the chief financial 
officer, and in 1988 was promoted to vice 
president for finance and administration. 
He took the reins of the organization 
in 1991, and now also serves as the 
president of the Playhouse Square 
Development Corporation, which among 
other achievements was the co-developer 
of the Wyndham Cleveland Hotel.

Encourage your friends to join Partners today.

Spring 2008

A QUARTERLY  NEWSLETTER  FROM THE  EDUCAT ION COMMITTEE

P LAY   H OUSE     SQUARE       P ARTNERS     

This January Partners got a special 
treat, as Art Falco, President and  
CEO of Playhouse Square Foundation, 
gave an inspiring and informative 
presentation about Playhouse Square.  
See main story, this page.

SCHOOL BUS SUbSIDIES
Help us bring the magic of the 
theater to kids by bringing kids to the 
theater! Read about the Tinsel Town 
Party and other Education Committee 
fundraising efforts for the Playhouse 
Square Partners Arts Education Fund, 
which provides bus subsidies for area 
school children. See Stories on Page 2.

ARTS EDUCATION EVENTS
Read about highlights from recent 
Playhouse Square Arts Education 
events, and find out what’s coming up 
this spring! See Page 3.

PLAYHOUSE SQUARE FACTS
Think you know everything about 
Playhouse Square? Read the next 
chapter of the history of Playhouse 
Square on Page 4.

Art Falco, President and CEO of Playhouse Square 
Foundation, addresses Partners and their guests at the 

Partners Annual Meeting
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I NS  I D E  FEATURE        ART   I C LE

One of the primary roles of the Partners Education 
Committee is to help raise money for the Playhouse 
Square Partners Arts Education Fund, which helps  
bring Cleveland area school children to Playhouse Square 
by subsidizing the cost of renting and operating school 
buses. While schools are often able to obtain discounted 
tickets for events and performances at Playhouse Square, 
the cost of transportation can be prohibitively expensive.

The Partners Education Committee’s largest fundraiser 
for the “Bus Fund” is the annual Tinsel Town Party (see 
story, below). We also raise money for this fund with fun 
activities at various Partners events throughout the year, 
including the new Education Committee 50/50 raffle. 
Chances can be purchased 1 for $5 or 5 for $20, and 
are offered at Partners monthly committee meetings.  
The winner will be selected by a random drawing at the 
final committee meeting in May 2008. The pot is now  
up to $170!

S C H O O L  B U S  SU B S I D I E S
Help us bring the magic of the theater to kids 

by bringing kids to the theater

S C H O O L  B U S  SU B S I D I E S

Thanks to your support, so far this year we have raised enough 
money to bring 550 children to Playhouse Square!

Our goal for the 2007-2008 season was to raise enough 
money to bring 250 children to Playhouse Square this 
year. We have already passed this goal, but we are still far 
short of filling the demand for subsidies. Let’s keep the 
momentum going! Keep track of our progress in future 
editions of Aware at the Square.

Thanks to the hard work and dedication of 
dozens of volunteers and donors, the 2007  
Tinsel Town Party was a roaring success! 

Two hundred and eighty guests attended the 
Tinsel Town Party, which was held in the Idea 
Center at Playhouse Square on December 1, 
2007 from 3 pm to 5 pm following the matinee 
production of Ballet San Jose’s The Nutcracker. 
Tinsel Town included a host of games, arts 
and crafts stations, snacks, and special guests, 
supported by volunteers from Playhouse Square 
Partners. Participants created candy cane 
reindeer, jingle bell wreaths, snowflakes, and 
other holiday crafts, decorated cookies, played 
dress-up, and had their faces painted. The Party 
featured performers from the San Jose Ballet, 
as well as ballet students and instructors from 
Studio J Academy of Dance (Shaker Heights). 
Other special guests included Moondog, the 
Cleveland Cavalier’s mascot, Slider, the Cleveland 
Indians’ mascot, and of course, Santa Claus!

In addition to being a family-friendly event 
providing an afternoon of entertainment 
for children, the Tinsel Town Party raised 
approximately $2,000, more than twice as much 
as last year’s party. Proceeds from the annual 
Tinsel Town Party directly support the Playhouse 
Square Partners Arts Education Fund, which 
subsidizes the cost of transportation to and from 
the theater for area school children (see above).

On behalf of the children and families in 
attendance, Playhouse Square Foundation, and 
Playhouse Square PALS, the Playhouse Square 
Partners Education Committee sincerely thanks 
the individuals that gave of their time and talent 
to ensure the success of the 2007 Tinsel Town 
Party and the continued accessibility of the 
nation’s second largest performing arts center to 
its surrounding community.

Please stay tuned for details on the planning of 
the 2008 Party
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The Cavaliers’ mascot, Moondog, joins Tinsel 
Town Party attendees in dancing with ballet 
students from Studio J Academy of Dance

Future Partners 
Aislin Keenan 
and Sydney 

Moody have fun 
with the cast of 
the Nutcracker
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G e t  I n v o l v e d

Check out these spring events 
offered by the Playhouse Square Arts 
Education Department!

THURSDAY, MARCH 20 
KeyBank Small Non-Profit  
Series “Finding Funding: Doing  
the Research” • 4:30-6 pm

MARCH 26-APRIL 8 
Broadway Buzz Pre-Show Talks  
for The Color Purple • One hour  
before curtain

THURSDAY, MARCH 27 
& THURSDAY, APRIL 3  
Broadway Buzz Post-Show Chats  
with the Cast of The Color Purple

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2 
Master Class with The Color Purple • 

12-1:30 pm

FRIDAY, APRIL 11 & 18  
Slam U Semi-Finals Rounds I & II • 

6:30-9 pm

FRIDAY, APRIL 25 
Slam U Finals • 6:30-9 pm

MONDAY, MAY 5  
Fair on the Square • 4-6 pm

MAY 6-18 
Broadway Buzz Pre-Show Talks for 
the 25th Annual Putnam County 
Spelling Bee • One hour before curtain

THURSDAYS, MAY 8 & 15 
Broadway Buzz Post-Show Chats with 
the Cast of The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee

SAtURDAY, MAY 10  
Phonk! Project Discovery Workshop • 

12:30 pm

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14  
Master Class with The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee • 4:30-6 pm

UpCOmING 
EDUCATION EVENTS




