





PLAYHOUSESQUARE PARTNERS

SPRING HIGHLIGHTS

FROM THE ARTS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

Most of us know about the fantastic performance line-up at Playhouse Square. But did you know that the
Partners Education Committee and the PlayhouseSquare Arts Education Department offer a variety of classes,
workshops, and activities throughout the year as well? Here are some of the highlights from the past few months.

In May, PlayhouseSquare Partners invited current and prospective
members for an exclusive, private tour of the Palace, State, and K
Allen Theatres. The tour was lead by PlayhouseSquare historian and
marketing manager, Jeannie Emser. Attendees finished the evening
with a cocktail reception in the Palace Theatre lobby.

650 educators from across Northeast Ohio attended the 15th
Annual Fair on the Square presented by Huntington Bank on

May 5th. The Cinco de Mayo themed event offered educators the
opportunity to network with colleagues and find out about field
trips available for next school year. More than 60 of the areas local '
arts and culture organizations were represented at the event. k

The 2008 Slam U Team: (left to right) Nkechi Edeh,
Siaara Freeman, RyanAustin Dennis, Jonathan Lykes,
Eric Odum, and Akeem Rollins

Upcoming

Education Events

Check out these summer events
offered by the PlayhouseSquare
Arts Education Department!

July 7-11
Slam U is a place for teens for teens to speak their minds and Broadway Summer Camp with
have their voices heard. Participants learn how to express their JERSEY BOYS
ideas, and compete for spots on a national youth poetry team.

Slam U finals were held in April 2008. July 8
Slam U Team Performance

6:30 pm

. July 12
HOW dld we d()? Baliroom Biz

11 am -4 pm

The Partners Education Committee has two main goals: to educate Partners about arts
education at PlayhouseSquare, and to raise money for the Partners “Bus Fund”. In the August 5
2007-2008 season, the Education Committee tried new ways to reach these goals,
including the introduction of our quarterly newsletter Aware at the Square and a new
50/50 raffle at monthly committee meetings. As we prepare to enter the 2008-2009
season, we welcome your feedback! Please send comments or ideas to one of our
Education Committee co-chairs, Andrea Ladd at aladd@tax-aid.com or Christy Clark at

silchristy@aol.com.

Mamma Mia! Teen night
Party ends at 11:30 pm




PHSP EDUCATION COMMITTEE

(QUESTION & ANSWER

FIND OUT MORE AT:

How To
Contact Us

We extend our appreciation
to Sarah Pope, who served as
Education Committee co-chair
during the 2006-2007 and
2007-2008 seasons. Thanks,
Sarah!

Q- Who will the Partners
Education Committee
co-chairs be for the
2008-2009 season?

A. Andrea Ladd will return
for a second year. She will
be joined in the upcoming
year by Christy Clark.
Welcome on board, Christy!

Have a question about
PlayhouseSquare Partners?

Call or email Laura McCaskey
Partners Membership
Coordinator 216-348-5265
McCaskeyL@playhousesquare.org

Do you have a question for the
Education Committee?

Send your inquiries to the
Education Committee co-chairs:

Andrea Ladd: aladd@tax-aid.com
or

Christy Clark: silchristy@aol.com.

Did You Know?

WWW.PLAYHOUSESQUAREPARTNERS.COM

That PlayhouseSquare commits a million dollars every year to
arts education programs that benefit educators and students

of all ages?

Don't Miss the Bus

by Mike Hughes

Suppose that you're a teacher in a
Cleveland-area school. You may realize
that using the arts in your curriculum
can help students increase their
communication skills, leadership ability
and creative thinking skills. Having

an institution like PlayhouseSquare in
your backyard provides a multitude of
opportunities to incorporate the arts into
your classes, but you have a problem.
With the rising cost of gasoline, getting
approval for learning opportunities outside
of the school just isn't as easy as it used
to be.

What do you do? You become a “Partner
in Performance.” This innovative
program operated by the Arts Education
Department at PlayhouseSquare could be
the solution. Partners in Performance are
local school districts that have booked
field trips to PlayhouseSquare for at least
fifteen percent of their enrollment in a
given year. That's it. It doesn't matter what
the district's budget or tax base is; any
school district can sign up.

This year, in addition to the Cleveland
Metropolitan School District, schools
from Cleveland Heights — University
Heights and Orange to Olmsted Falls and
Rocky River are benefiting from this

program. Benefits include discounted
tickets for the annual Discovery Theater
Series programs, priority seating, and staff
development opportunities. But potentially
the biggest benefit addresses one of the
biggest obstacles in coming to the theater:
financial assistance with bus transportation.

On page two, you read about the
fundraising done by the Partners
Education Committee to help with this
subsidy program. But these efforts only
raise a fraction of the total distributed each
year in bus subsidies. Donations from local
corporations and foundations will allow
PlayhouseSquare to distribute as much as
$55,000 this year alone in transportation
subsidies to participating schools. These
donations mean more than 10,000 students
will have the opportunity to see a show at
PlayhouseSquare this year!

The Arts Education Department recently
announced the participation of local
Huntington Bank branches in raising
money for the subsidy program. From

now until August 31, anyone can make
donations to the subsidy program at any
local Huntington branch. Make sure to tell
your friends and families that they too can
help out this great cause! Together we can
make sure no student misses the bus.
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